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Qitmit, An Edomite Shrine in the Biblical Negev (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University. Monograph
Series of the Institute of Archaeology, 1995), 70.

30) C. Sachs, The History of Muscial Instruments (New York: W.W. Norton, 1940).
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36) P. Matthiae, “The Painted Sherd of Ramat R ahel ”, 89-94.

37) Ibid., &5.

38) Ibid., 86-87; Y. Aharoni, Excavations at Ramat Rahel: Seasons 1950 and 1960 (Roma: Centro
di Studi, 1962), 42-43.

39) R. D. Bamett, Assyrian Palace Reliefs and their Influence on the Sculptures of Babylonia and
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To drape the shawl: Take the garment and told over on the line e-f so that
e, f, a, b hangs down outside; then take the cord e-g, as illustrated, and hold
g at right side of waist in front, throwing the remainder of the shawl
backwards over the right shoulder. Draw the edge e-f round the back of neck
and form a sling over the left atm as shown To complete the dmaping,
continue to pass the edge ef round the waist towards the right, passing under
the right arm at waist level, then on round back and left side. until it reaches
about 6 mches in front of left side of waist. now fold the remainder of
drapery undemeath, as shown in the drawings, and tie a cord round waist to
keep all firmly in position; knot the end of the cord e-g to this waist-cord.
(Houston 1954: 138)
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40) M. G. Houston, Ancient Egyptian, Mesopotamian and Persian Costume and Decoration,
134-138.
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41) I Reade, Assyrian Sculpture, 43, 63, 64.

42) M. G. Houston, Adncient Egyptian, Mesopotamian and Persian Costume and Decoration,
146-147.

43) N. Franklin, “The Room V Reliefs at Dur-Sharrukin and Sargon II's Western Campaigns”,
269, fig. 7.
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44y 1. Reade, Assyrian Sculpture, 43, 46, 62, 63, 64,

45) I. W. Crowfoot, G.M. Crowfoot, and K.M. Kenyon. Samaria-Sebaste 11]: The Objects frorm
Samaria, Pl. XL

46) R. D. Bamett, “The Siege of Lachish™, JE.J 8 (1958), 161-164.

47y T. A. Holland, “ A Study of Palestinian Iron Age Baked Clay Figurines, with Special Reference
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to Jerusalem: Cave 17, Levant 9 (1977), 112.

48) M. Wifler, Nicht-Assyrer in Neuassyrischen Darstellungen (Kevelaer: Butzon and Bercker,
1975), 65.

49 R. D. Bamett, Assyrian Palace Reliefs and their Influence on the Sculptures of Babylonia and
Persia, 28.

30y H. G. May, Material Remains of the Megiddo Cult (Chicago: The University of Chicago,
1935), PL XXXIIL
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<Abstract>

Costumes of Ancient Israel with Emphasis on Clothes Worn
during the Old Testament Times

MiYoung Im
(Seoul Theological University)

Naked at birth, all men come mto the world equal. However, a man soon
lcams how to dress, using clothes to keep him warm or cool and to reflect his
position m socicty with all its cultural connotations: wreligion, government.
sexual differences, social rank, occupation, ethnic identification, etc. This has
been a reality in everyday life for human beings for a long time.

Thus, knowing peoples” costumes may help us understand their social and
cultural background. The people of ancient Palestine, who were the main players
on the scene in the lands of the Bible, are presented with costumes to reflect
their situation and character in the biblical sources. The study focus on the Iron
AgeI1(1,000to0 586 B.C.E.) when the people of Palestine were very active. Due
to the lack of remains, there are however difficulties in the study of costumes of
ancient Palestine during the Iron Age I, and they have been emphasized. Most
figurines are naked or partially preserved. Only two sites, Kuntillet ‘Ajrud and
Ramat Rahel, reveal painted sherds which bear clothed figures of foreign
mfluence. Furthermore, the pamting from Kuntillet *Ajrud could not be utilized
to postulate costumes for this thesis. The Assyrnan artists did not draw exact
looks of their enemies. A few fragments of te xtiles were preserved. Ambiguous
mentions of clothing from the Bible bring more confusion.

Despite these difficulties, matching the archacological evidence and biblical
sources still provides better understanding of this topic. According to
iconography of archacological evidence, people from ancient Palestine basically
wore similar clothes although they belonged to different ethnic groups. Both
men and women wore long robes, nn> , with sleeves. They must have openings
like Egyptian or Syrian dresses. Most soldiers wore short 0. Over the mner
garment, they wore outer garments, 77w, a square or semicircle shaped piece of
cloth. While men wrapped their bodies with 7%»w, women covered their heads
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with it and drew it down to the back. Both men and women from Ashdod wore
the same outer garments which wrapped therr left upper arms and backs, and
covered their entire heads. Phoenician women had shorter head cover while
Edomite women covered their entire heads like modern Arabic women. The
most interesting feature of costumes s the headdress. Each ethnic group seemed
to wear different headdresses such as the peculiar headdresses of Judeans, the
“Phrigian caps” worn by Jehu and his servants, and soldiers” headdresses. The
most distressing feature 1s that there s not much evidence of shoes, except the
typical Hittite shoes wom by Jehu’s servants and the sandak worn by the
Ashdodites.

My own reconstruction of ancient Palestine costumes during the Iron Age I1
based on this study was tried. Men and women are represented separately, and
cach ethnic group 1s also discussed. It was hard to represent according to
occupation because there 1s not much evidence; however, kings’ costumes could
be drawn based on the painted sherds from Ramat Rahel and the costumes of
Assyrian kings. In addition, costumes of soliers were presented based on the
reliefs found in the palaces of Assyrian kings. Priestly garments are ako
presented but these costumes were mainly dependent on the descriptions found
m biblical hiterature. Although this study was neither easy nor good enough, as I
stated m the begmning, I still hope ths thesis has contributed to a better
understanding of the costumes of ancient Palestme during the Iron Age I





